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Happy Christmas to you all. I must apologise as it has been far too long since I got in touch. 
Much has happened since the last edition, hopefully you all have enjoyed your fishing. The Wye 
certainly did not help us in the summer and now the first floods of the year are with us. When I 
last visited the town stretch it was noticeable just how many large floats there were in the 
water. Predator season is up and running: it would great to see your pike and perch pictures. 
Dare I hope to get some roach or even grayling pictures from you? 

 

The town stretch last week  

Salmon success! 

 

Matt Cooper caught not one, but two salmon 

It has been tough going for all our salmon members over recent seasons. At last, we have 
some salmon caught on our waters. I am delighted to report that the drought is over with four 
salmon caught this season. Salmon member Matt Cooper travelled all the way from Devon 
showing everyone how to do it, catching two in one visit. 

https://rossanglingclub.co.uk/2025/10/01/at-last-a-salmon/ 

https://rossanglingclub.co.uk/2025/10/01/at-last-a-salmon/


Fish Legal 

 

In May we helped Fish legal with a photoshoot at Weir End, thanks to everyone who came out 
to support the event. It was an opportunity to get an update from them and have a bit of a 
social at the same time. 

Our secretary Dr Peter Richardson has been keeping in touch with Zoe Wedderburn-Day, 
Head of Policy & Strategy, Solicitor, Fish Legal and the club’s main contact since Penny Gane 
left earlier this year. Here is a summary of their latest catch-up. 

RoWAC’s complaint against Natural Resources Wales (NRW) – a chance to have your say: Fish 
Legal have long argued that NRW’s river basin management plans are weak and do not even 
mention or include phosphate monitoring and mitigation in their Programme of Measures. 

NRW are revising these plans and they are due to be published and implemented in 2027. The 
Severn River Basin district (including the Wye) general consultation has just been launched 
with 21st April 2026 deadline. RoWAC and Fish Legal will be responding to this consultation, 
and this is also a chance for individual RoWAC members to make their voice heard - see  

https://ymgynghori.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/evidence-policy-and-permitting-tystiolaeth-
polisi-a-thrwyddedu/challenges-and-choices/ 

Please do respond to the consultation and explain what you want NRW to do clean up our 
river (the successful ‘Costa Beck’ case in England started with a response from a local club to a 
similar consultation on English river basin management plans). A second consultation asking 
for specific feedback on the draft river basin management plans will be launched by NRW later 
in 2026 when the draft plans have been published, so we will keep you posted.  

Similar consultations will be launched by the Environment Agency in 2026 for the English river 
basin management plans. In these plans we expect the UK Government to respond to the 
High Court ruling on the ‘Costa Beck’ case –  

https://fishlegal.net/2025/05/19/double-defeat-for-government-over-river-pollution-plans/  

Powys Poultry Farm planning decisions: Since our complaint to NRW planning applications for 
new poultry units in Powys have been suspended from May 2023. Recently the Welsh 
Government has called 16 pending applications (12 in Powys) for intensive poultry units along 
Upper Wye for Ministers to directly make decisions on them. Fish Legal has asked Welsh 
Government about the details of the decision-making progress and suspect some, but not all, 
may be allowed – see  

https://cprw.org.uk/welsh-government-takes-over-planning-decisions-for-powys-
chickens/ 

https://ymgynghori.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/evidence-policy-and-permitting-tystiolaeth-polisi-a-thrwyddedu/challenges-and-choices/
https://ymgynghori.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/evidence-policy-and-permitting-tystiolaeth-polisi-a-thrwyddedu/challenges-and-choices/
https://fishlegal.net/2025/05/19/double-defeat-for-government-over-river-pollution-plans/
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UK Independent Water Commission’s final report June 2025: In this new report the 
Commission specifically highlighted the Water Framework Directive (WFD) as legislation to 
improve, stating that the scope of the WFD should be reviewed and high-level objectives on 
environmental quality should be addressed through effective legislative reform – see  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-water-commission-review-of-
the-water-sector 

Fish legal broadly support the Independent Water Commission's report, particularly its 
proposals for a single regulator, regional planning, and improved infrastructure. However, 
they strongly oppose recommendations that would weaken environmental protections or 
downgrade the ambition of the WFD, such as the "one-out-all-out" principle for assessing 
water body health, which could allow a river to be deemed "good" even if it is devoid of fish.   

The UK Government’s White Paper responding to the Independent Water Commission’s 
report is due any time now. Legally, this is a much-anticipated document as it will confirm how 
much of the Commission’s recommendations are being accepted and the expected timeline 
for these to be implemented. Any legislative changes (including to the WFD) should be subject 
to a public consultation so Fish Legal will be keeping an eye out for those in the coming 
months and keeping us informed. 

 

Club risk assessments 

Adrian, our committee health and safety representative has recently updated the club’s risk 
assessments. It is a condition of your membership to familiarise yourself with them.  

https://rossanglingclub.co.uk/risk-assesment/ 

At this time of year please take notice of the “Steep / slippery and undercut banks assessment”. 
I would urge you all to wear crampons on your footwear. I have been wearing them for a few 
seasons now, what a difference they make. Should you not have a pair, they are very 
reasonable and can easily be found on a certain rain forest website. Just search for “crampons 
for boots”. I prefer the chain and spike type. I am not on commission honestly! 

Riverside Café Ross-on-Wye 

 

The Riverside Cafe right on the banks of the Wye in the Park and adjacent to our waters have 
agreed to sell Day Tickets for the Town Stretch for the usual £10.00. They are open seven days a 
week 0800-1700 hrs, hot drinks and tasty treats await.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-water-commission-review-of-the-water-sector
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-water-commission-review-of-the-water-sector
https://rossanglingclub.co.uk/risk-assesment/


Autumn Work Party and Longest Barbel & Chub Competition  

 

On Sunday the 12th October, the club organised a work party session to carry out some much-
needed clearing work to some of the pegs up-river of the salmon hut at Weir End. This was 
also an opportunity to run a simple, fun competition for members to take part in during the 
afternoon, should they choose to stop on and wet a line. 

Despite the relative short notice provided (apologies!), we had around 15 people including a 
few of our newest club members turn out to help with clearing and maintaining access to the 
swims. With this level of attendance, it meant that the work needed was done very quickly and 
would ensure continued good access to the river through the winter months – it’s amazing 
how quickly the nettles had grown over the summer period… so a very big thank you to all of 
those who came to help! 

With the work done, those who wanted to stay on to take part in the afternoon’s ‘longest 
barbel & longest chub competition’ – were each issued with a purpose made fish measuring 
tape and were required only to take a photograph of their captures as verification, and then to 
report back to the salmon hut at the end of afternoon, where results would be recorded and 
the category winners prize-giving would take place. 

Measurement was be recorded and photographed from the snout / lips to the tip of the lower 
lobe of the fish’s tail. Well, the chub obviously hadn’t read the script as invariably they would 
choose to flap and slide off the measuring tape just as you were about to take a photo – the 
barbel on the other hand, were far more obliging and well-behaved…clearly a superior and 
more intellectual species! 

It was a most pleasant mild autumn afternoon and despite the River Wye level being quite low 
again, nearly every angler caught one or both target species. Those taking part were free to 
choose where they wanted to fish and weren’t necessarily restricted to staying down at Weir 
End – just so long as they were back at the salmon hut by 5 O’clock. One anonymous 
Committee Member chose confidently to head up to the Ross Town section in search of bigger 
fish from their favourite hot spot – alas a poor decision with hindsight as they sadly failed to 
catch either target species – hey ho! …such is life or ‘fishing’ to be more precise. 

Back at the salmon hut, Jon Fox collated the results and presented some ‘Badger’s Bait’ gift 
vouchers to the two category winners; Laurie A taking the longest barbel category with a 
lovely barbel measuring 73cm and Alan T taking the longest chub award with a fish measuring 
56cm – although not weighed, Alan estimated his chub to have been a good 5lb plus. 



All-in-all a very successful and enjoyable day. The club is aiming to run another event before 
the season ends, hopefully the weather and river conditions will be kind again. 

 

                              Laurie A – Winner Longest Barbel (73cm)         Alan T – Winner Longest Chub (56cm) 

Bank maintenance 

I also wanted to add my thanks to all the members that turned out for the October work party. 
Thanks to everyone who attended, great to see new members of our club supporting the 
event. In addition, we had a contractor set about some of the overgrown swims at Upper 
Benhall. Hopefully by now you will have seen the results of the terrific work carried out. The 
committee felt that the worked needed was beyond the scope of a members’ work party. They 
have made a huge difference; the cleared swims have been fishing really well. 

  

We have also carried out some work clearing some swims on the members’ side of the Ross 
town stretch. Additionally, Lower Weir End has had some new swims added as well as tidying 
up some others. I wanted to thank Mike and Trevor for all their ad-hoc efforts to maintain the 
Ross town stretch and Weir End. Stand by for future member bank clearing events.  



ROWAC member news 

I was delighted to receive this report from Brian about his first outing of the season. 
 
“I just thought I'd share the outcome of my 1st session on the Wye this season. It's not much, it 
depends on what else you may have received. I couldn't get out for the opening day because 
of a job I had to do and immediately after that we had a few days of heatwave conditions (Not 
good conditions for Barbel). So it wasn't until Monday 23rd that I went. I went to the town 
stretch, members side, armed with just trotting gear. In just under 2hrs I managed to get 19 
Chublets ranging from 4oz to a little over a pound. No pictures I'm afraid. They were all in tip 
top condition and on light gear gave a good account of themselves. I was loose feeding a 
mixture of 6mm pellets mixed with sweetcorn.  
 
When I arrived in the car park I did speak to one angler who was just leaving who said he'd 
only caught 2 Chub in 6hrs, so I was feeling quite pleased with myself. Hopefully this weather 
will change and we'll get some rain then we can go after the Barbel.” 
 
 

Lower Weir End 

Alastair, the farmer at Weir End Farm has very kindly given the club permission for three cars 
to park there. He has requested that two cars park on the Pencraig side and a single car on the 
Ross-on-Wye side. As ever, please ensure that you leave plenty of space for farm equipment 
access. I have seen more than three cars parked at lower Weir End this summer. Please 
respect our very helpful farmer’s wishes for just 3 cars. 

I am more than disappointed to report that we had some very unwelcome visitors. After 
forcing entry, we had a large pile of cable stripping debris to clear up. The club replaced the 
missing chain and padlock and yet again Alistair came to the rescue to clear the area. I 
happened to be there when he came down with his telehandler and a large trailer. The club is 
so lucky to have such an approachable and helpful farmer. 

 

Christmas gift ideas 

If you are short on ideas for Christmas presents that your family or friends might like to buy for 
you this Christmas – or just looking to refresh some of your existing fishing clothing, take a look 
at the latest ROWAC branded items now available through the club’s clothing provider. 
 
https://rossanglingclub.co.uk/2025/12/12/christmas-gift-idea/ 
 
Our supplier has just updated and expanded the range of products available, so as well as our 
club branded shirts, hats, fleeces, hoodies, etc. there are now some really useful luggage items 
that can be purchased too with the ROWAC logo. In addition, with some of the clothing items, 
you can now have your name professionally embroidered on to the right side of the chest. 
 
Merry Christmas! 

https://rossanglingclub.co.uk/2025/12/12/christmas-gift-idea/


Badger’s Baits Ross on Wye Fishing Bait and Tackle Shop 

 

We want to ensure that the only remaining tackle shop in Ross-on-Wye thrives. I for one owe 
so much to the team for their endless help and advice. Badgers Baits is open 7 days a week 
which is a tribute to their dedication to support all anglers. They focus on various baits, along 
with some end tackle and both new and used fishing rods. Dynamite baits is a recent addition 
to their bait selection. Ross on Wye Angling Club Day Tickets are available for purchase. They 
will also give you the latest fishing reports from the river. 

Where: 

what3words - ///incorrect.treat.chat 

Google pin: https://maps.app.goo.gl/4pLo251B88YhFYNq7?g_st=com.google.maps.preview.copy 

Croft Court, Crofts Lane, Ross on Wye, HR9 7AB 

Parking:  

Free Street parking available nearby for 20 mins, or Morrisons Car Park for 2 hours  

Opening times: (Winter hours are shorter, ring Badgers Baits 07368 896103) 

Monday – Friday 0800 – 1400 

Saturday: 0800-1600 

Sunday: 0800 – 1000 

Long-time local anglers Badger and Phil will be serving you in the shop 

What: 

 Bait: including maggots, works, boilies, pellets, ground bait, hemp 

Tackle: Weights, feeders, handmade floats, selection of new and used rods. 

  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/4pLo251B88YhFYNq7?g_st=com.google.maps.preview.copy


Badgers Baits – Shop items 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Committee news 

A few items worth a mention – 

You Tube – Thanks to all the members who brought to our attention that some videos clearly 
showing our club’s waters. This is prohibited by the terms of our Duchy lease. The committee 
traced the member concerned asking him to stop and take down videos. Club rule 25 addresses 
this issue, our club rules can be found here – 

https://rossanglingclub.co.uk/rules/ 

The hunt for a club still water continues, we are always looking for opportunities. 

We are aware that the ropes on the day ticket town stretch have been stolen. Rest assured; we will 
soon be replacing them with chains. 

The memorial plaque for Jeremy Talbot is going to be relocated to the Salmon hut at Weir End. 
This is as a result of the tree at its original location on the Ross town stretch falling over. 

A date for your diaries, the club AGM will be held on Tuesday 31st March 2026 at the White Lion pub 
in Ross-on-Wye. 

If you have any questions / queries, just get in touch: rowac@dowling.xyz 

Chairman’s season greetings 

 

Rob wants to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and hopes that you get out fishing over the 
festive season. He recently wrote an article for the club website about his new tactic “Rod Walking”. 
He set himself a challenge to have a roving session at Benhall with his son. You can read all about it 
here –  

https://rossanglingclub.co.uk/2025/12/05/rod-walking/ 

 Finally… 

I would also like to wish you all the very best for your Christmas celebrations. Let me know if there 
is anything that it is on your minds. Thanks to all of you for your continued support. Most 
importantly, get your spikes on and enjoy your festive fishing on our club waters! 

Happy Christmas 

Chris Dowling 

Email – rowac@dowling.xyz 
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